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ALSEA COMMUNITY EFFORT  
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PROJECT 

EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS  
DISTRIBUTION of BACKUP CORDED TELEPHONES  

Ace’s Emergency Preparedness Program has received 
a small grant from Lincoln County under its Emergency 
Preparedness Matching Grant Program to help with 
Alsea’s ongoing emergency preparedness.  A portion of 
the funds was set aside to purchase corded phones for 
backup for emergency communications.   These phones 
are to be distributed to households in the rural parts of 
the Alsea area, with no cell service, with landlines but 
do not have a corded phone which can be plugged in 
when the electricity goes out.  

The APEC has used $500 to purchase 33 corded phones.  
We are ready to distribute these phones to households 
that do not currently have a corded phone but still have 
a working landline. The requirement for receiving one of 
these phones is that the household must sign up for the 
Lincoln County Emergency Alert System and the Benton 
County Emergency Alert System.    

If you are interested in getting one of these corded 
phones for emergency communications backup for 
your home, please complete the form below and return 
it to the ACE office at the Alsea Library.  Call Naomi 
Shadwick at 541-801-033 if you have any questions.  
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ACE/APEC REQUEST FOR CORDED PHONE

Name of head of household_________________________________________________________________ 

Landline Phone Number____________________________________________________________________ 

Elders (62+) in the household    ______yes       ______no       _____number  

Are you signed up and receiving alerts from Lincoln and Benton County? _____yes       _____no 

If not do you need assistance in getting signed up?   ________yes        _______ no 

Mail to ACE/AEPC at 19192 Alsea Highway, Alsea OR, 97324. 
Or drop this off with the Librarian at the Alsea Library: mark the envelope “ACE/AEPC Phone Application” 

 
You will be contacted to set up a date and time for you to pick up your phone and make arrangements for 
help with getting signed up for both the counties’ alert systems. 
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ALSEA COMMUNITY EFFORT Continued from page 22 
Here is our commitment to the Champions program.  The ACE Board of Directors will publish an article in 
the Alsea Valley Voice twice a year to provide an update on the library’s finances and our progress 
toward the Maintenance Fund goal.  Each year, the ACE Board of Directors will send out a reminder 
that the financial cycle is beginning once again.  People could choose to renew or alter their financial 
commitments at that time. 

If we end up with more than the $400 per month needed for operating expenses, we’ll put the extra 
money into the Maintenance Fund. The goal for the fund is $100,000. In the beginning, the fund got a 
healthy start with a donation of $10,000 from Starker Forest and today the fund has $30,000.  It’s time to 
start anew towards further building reserves for maintenance. 

We will post a list in the library to thank all our Champions publicly – without mentioning donation 
amounts, of course – or you may make your donations anonymously if you prefer. 

If you would like to become a Champion, please fill out donation slip attached to this issue of the AVV 
and return with your check either by mail or bring it to the library in person. You may also consider 
setting up an automatic deduction from a banking account to make your contributions even easier. 

Thank you so much for considering the idea of joining me in becoming an Alsea Community Champion. 
We all know how important it is for everyone in our community, from the youngest to the eldest, to have 
access to the wealth of opportunities available to us through a local library and gathering place.  

 

Sincerely, 

Eddy Provost, ACE President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alsea Community Champions ‐ Pledge Form 

I (we) will contribute $____________towards the Alsea Library Community Center operations, Maintenance Fund, 
and/or Alsea Valley Voice newsletter.  Please make checks payable to Alsea Community Effort, or A.C.E., and mail 
donations to 19192 Alsea Hwy, Alsea, OR 97234.  You can also drop donations off at the library. 
 
Name(s)_____________________________________________________     Phone________________________ 

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

E‐Mail ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
☐ I (we) would like my donation to remain anonymous 
☐ Please contact me(us) to set up automatic deduction payments 

 

Alsea Community Effort is an IRS 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, and donations are tax deductible 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 
I am deeply honored to be the new-ish editor for the Alsea Valley Voice. While this is the third issue 
under my care, I feel like each issue is special. This one is no different.  

I want to thank each and every one of you who submits articles to the Alsea Valley Voice. After all, this 
is our paper from our people. If you would like to submit an article, please feel free to contact me at 
kthyadair@yahoo.com for more information. I also want to thank all of our wonderful advertisers who 
make the Alsea Valley Voice possible! 

While our community is struggling with some recent upheaval in the school, let’s please remember that 
we have a lot of very good people involved; people who live here, work here and are vested in 
making our special town stronger and more vibrant, especially for our students. I would appeal to our 
community to focus on the problems that are present and find solutions that would benefit all 
involved. While this process may take time, I have confidence with the new leadership that good 
things will come of this. Don’t be afraid to get involved in the process. You may find the journey to be 
very rewarding.  

In this issue of the Alsea Valley Voice, you will find a fascinating article by Randy Hart on our 
emergency Ham Radio. Michael Hill shares information regarding an overcharge by the school bond 
on our property taxes, which we hope will be resolved soon. Travis Rice served up a great piece on 
new changes in the Alsea School kitchen. Deb Coddington’s experience with a strange critter had me 
gasping. Information from the Library, the Alsea Community Effort President, a heartfelt request from 
Mary Ann Carr on an April 6th blood drive and so much more are included in this issue, so I hope you 
get a chance to sit down and read every page.  

Warmest Thanks,  

Kathy Adair 
AVV Editor 
 

ALSEA WOLVERINES’ BOOSTER CLUB Continued from page 11 
One of the issues all Booster Clubs have is attracting volunteers. We know life is crazy busy, but even 
a little bit of time can be truly helpful.  We would like to start developing a list of volunteers and their 
contact information. If anyone would like to add their name to this list, please message any of our 
board members and officers below. We are all on Facebook!  

Our first annual board meeting is in May along with any elections that are needed. Our Annual 
Budget meeting is in June. Everyone is welcome. Information will be posted on our FB page.  

Please join our FB Booster page. Thank you 
facebook.com/groups/338767524453317 
 
Terry Lunsford – AWBC President  
Jamie Olsen – AWBC Treasurer 
Sarah Sapp – AWBC Secretary 
Emily Lamb- AWBC Board member  
Jody Cantrell – AWBC Board member 
Joy Jordan – AWBC School Advisor 
Naomi Shadwick – 501c & Grant Advisor 
 
We thank you for ALL your support 
Terry Lunsford 
President 

National Poetry Month 
By Carol Pearson 

Did you know that April is “National Poetry Month”?  It is!  (Now you know)  

According to Wikipedia, “National Poetry Month was introduced in 1996 and is organized by the 
Academy of American Poets as a way to increase awareness and appreciation of poetry in the 
United States.”   

Poetry is all about saying a lot with just a few words. Poetry is about finding JUST the right words and 
letting them do the magic.  Poetry CAN rhyme but it doesn’t have to! There are countless forms of 
poetry and I believe playing with words is good for the soul!   

If you would like to have a little bit of fun with words this April, consider this activity: 

BUILD A POEM:  From old magazines, cut out a wide selection of large type words.  Gather essential 
smaller words, such as the, of, and is.  Arrange (and re-arrange) the words until you are satisfied. 
Then affix your verse with a glue stick to a piece of card stock.  (You may want to trim gobs & gobs 
of words and keep them in an envelope or box to use whenever inspiration strikes!)  One year, I used 
this activity with a group of 4th grade students, guiding them to think about their mom for a Mother’s 
Day Card.  There were some real treasures created, I must say.  (And the children had a great time 
creating!).   
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MUSINGS FROM ACE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
Hello Friends and Neighbors, 

I hope this spring edition of the AVV finds you warm and safe. With the crocuses and daffodils 
breaking through to greet the new season’s sun, I thought this would be a good opportunity for me to 
introduce myself to you as the Alsea Community Effort’s new President. With the recent celebration of 
“International Women’s Day,” I would also like to acknowledge the long history of leadership the 
women of Alsea and neighboring communities have had in making it a wonderful place to live. 
Having lived in Alsea for nearly a decade now, I have found within me a need to give back to the 
community that has welcomed me and my wife Mary Jackson with open arms and to those who 
have shared with us the good life of living here in Alsea.  

Part of that “give back” for me was to become a member of the Board of Directors of the Alsea 
Community Effort (ACE) whose roots go back to the mid 1990s. This group of dedicated local 
community members banded together and formed the team whose efforts eventually culminated in 
the construction of what is now a point of pride in the community: the Alsea Community Building. ACE 
has continued this work within the community, providing outreach to other community organizations, 
space for the community to meet or hold classes, and has worked to have the building designated as 
a repository for emergency communications equipment and a triage site in coordination with the 
Alsea Clinic. 

With more activities planned for future growth within the community, I encourage all of our readers 
and community members to join us in the work of helping Alsea move forward. One way would be to 
attend one of our bimonthly meetings to share your ideas or concerns. Another would be to become 
a “Alsea Community Champion” contributor (more information about this can be found on page 9).  

Before the next edition of the Alsea Valley Voice  
arrives in your mailbox, my mother will have  
celebrated her 94th birthday. I would like to leave  
you with a quote she shared with me many years  
ago, and one I have carried with me to this day. 

“Aspire to inspire, before you expire.” 

I am honored and humbled with being  
entrusted with the privileges and responsibilities  
that go with this appointment. With your help,  
the entire ACE team and I aspire to continue to  
build on Alsea pride… Go Wolverines! 

Alsea Community Resident, 

Eddy Provost, ACE President 

 

A SURPRISE IN THE NIGHT  
Continued from page 12 

It then took a little time (days) looking at pictures 
and getting suggestions before we settled on 
juvenile Mountain Beaver. 

It's great learning new things. I may have to lock 
the cat in or out at night, however. Creatures in 
the night are not all that fun. At least the not 
easily identified creatures. 

wdfw.wa.gov/species-
habitats/species/aplodontia-rufa#desc-range 

LIBRARY LINES 

By Kathy Koetz 

It’s Spring!! Come in and browse our new display 
featuring titles that contain the word “Spring”. 

It’s time to get those flowers and vegetables 
started and we have the books and videos that 
will help you have the best crop ever! We also 
have books to help you prune your trees and 
roses before they get too much new growth or 
overrun the other parts of your landscape. Or 
maybe you are planning on building or 
replacing a deck. We have those books, too.  

I want to say a big THANK YOU to all who 
donated books or bought books from the Friends 
of the Corvallis-Benton County Library. The results 
are in: the Big Book Sale netted $22,908 for the 
library! We are so grateful to our shoppers and 
volunteers. Thank you for a successful sale, and 
we hope you all enjoy your books! 

Keep an eye out here for future sales 👀 

Do you have a toddler who would enjoy an in 
person Storytime? I am exploring restarting our 
Wednesday Morning Storytime for 
parents/caregivers and toddlers with books, 
songs and playtime starting at 10:30am. Call 
541-487-5061 or drop by to let me know if you 
are interested! 

Hours: 
Monday &Wednesday 10:00-4:30 closed for lunch 
12:30-1:00 

Tuesday & Thursday   12:00-7:00 

Saturday 10:00-4:00 closed for lunch 12:30-1:00 
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DISC GOLF COMES TO ALSEA 
By Eddy Provost 

As spring rains finally give way to the hot dry summer weather, there is a new outdoor activity now 
available in Alsea, Oregon. Bummer Creek Disc Course (BCDC), located at 18687 Haines Road off 
Deadwood Hwy (Rte 501) offers the perfect solution to cabin fever. In a time when social distancing 
and masking mandates are starting to relax, outdoor activities are just the thing to help us all 
breathe the fresh air with our friends and loved ones. 

BCDC is spread out over 20 acres, meandering over open pasture, forested meadows, with 
numerous creek and stream crossings. The total length of the course is just over 7,000’, with some 
fairways able to stretch the distance to nearly 8,000’ for tournament play. Most holes are designed 
for the average player, where accuracy matters more than a strong throwing arm, but still remains 
challenging for the more seasoned player. Unique to BCDC are the Tee Signs. They consist of the 
three basic art forms: the circle, triangle, and the square as seen below. And each shape is colored 
in one of three colors. Red (circle), White (triangle), and Blue (square), and follow each other in that 
order allowing player to continue through the entire course. 

ALSEA COMMUNITY EFFORT 
A Nonprofit Community Development Corporation, improving Alsea since 1996 

Spring of 2022 

Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

To me, it feels wonderful to have a fine library and community room in Alsea.  Our facility is 
beautiful, and it is gratifying to know that everyone in our community has easy access to a great 
collection of books and publications, computers and the Internet, CD’s, DVD’s and videos, and to 
a comfortable meeting space.  Before COVID, this space was used by Girl Scout troops, exercise 
classes, art exhibitions, Alcoholics Anonymous, ACE’s Homework Club, free Math tutoring, library 
programs, local business training, public health screenings and services, and others needing a 
space to meet.  Now that COVID is receding, we have opportunities to bring back use for this 
space.   

As you may know, Alsea Community Effort owns the library building.  The library is part of the 
Corvallis-Benton County Public Library system.  As such, the library rents space from ACE through 
an intergovernmental agreement with the City of Corvallis and Benton County.  Through the 
agreement, they pay for Library staffing, collections and programs, water, telephone, garbage 
collection, two-thirds of our electricity, and rent.  Our local community, through Alsea Community 
Effort, is responsible for three things. The first is the monthly expense of covering one-third of the 
electric bill and the liability insurance on the property. These expenses average $400.00 per month. 

Our second responsibility is the creation of an ongoing Maintenance Fund, which we use for the 
inevitable realities, such as a new roof, refinishing the floors, repainting, etc.  We need to re-start 
saving for these realities now, just as any responsible homeowner, business owner, or non-profit 
organization would. As a matter of fact, we’ve had to deal with some recent repairs, such as the 
recent replacement of a third (of three) motors for the heating/air conditioning system ($1,500), 
and a few others. 

Our third responsibility, more of a joy, is that we publish the Alsea Valley Voice, to keep community 
members informed of local events and local news and to help groups recruit volunteers and build 
community.  Because of capable volunteer efforts to seek advertising for AVV, the publication cost 
is reduced considerably, and can be mailed at no cost to area residents.   

We do need your help to financially sustain these efforts.  We’d like to propose a plan to help meet 
our local ACE expenses.  We’re proposing the re-formation and re-naming of a group of generous 
community members, to now be called Alsea Community Champions. To become a Champion, 
you or your family would commit to a level of financial support you feel you can afford. The key to 
stable financing for this effort will be the willingness of Champions to make donations on a 
relatively regular basis, whether it’s once a year, once a month, or whatever interval they’d prefer. 
For example, if 40 of us could commit $120 per year (the equivalent of $10 per month), or if 80 of us 
could commit $60 per year (the equivalent of $5 per month), we’d be able to pay at least the 
monthly bills of $400.  No donation is too small. 

Every dollar is important and appreciated, and donations are tax deductible. 

Continued on page 22 

 

For the 2022 Season, new American made El Guapo Bandito Pro 35 baskets will be added to an 
expanded course and will follow the same tri-color scheme as last year. 

Cut out the below coupon for a two for one discount!              

In addition to the Disc Golf course is a cozy rental cottage airbnb.com/h/country-valley-cottage-
alsea, a small primitive campground and bird watching / hiking trail that follows the outer perimeter 
of the property. Hours of operation are 9:00 a.m. until dusk, seven days a week. For more 
information, go online to: dgcour.se/11423 to see the course, view regulations and Greens fees, or 
call 541-609-6589 to make reservations for camping or tee times. 
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ALSEA SCHOOL’S MEAL PROGRAM HAS NEW UPGRADES 
By Travis Rice  

Across the country, amid a persistent COVID-19 virus, families have increasingly leaned on their local 
school districts to ensure their children get adequate nutrition throughout their day. Schoolnutrition.org 
reports nationally that, pre-pandemic, 21.8 million students received free or reduced lunches and 
12.54 million students received free or reduced breakfast. (1)(2) 

Presently, the Alsea School District provides free breakfast and lunches for all their brick-and-mortar 
students. Something many parents are grateful for. Leading the culinary charge for Alsea is Suzette 
Vogler, a 39-year food services veteran who owns an accredited degree in Hamburgerology from 
Hamburger University in Oakbrook, Illinois. No need to research, HU has had over 350,000 employees 
go through their management, leadership, and business administration programs as of December 
2021. (3) Vogler used her education and experience as a McDonalds store manager to open her own 
Dunkin Donuts & Baskin Robins franchise in Florida with her husband which they owned and operated 
for 12 years. 

After selling off her franchise, a non-compete clause led her to the west coast where she was hired by 
the Kennewick School District to help open new school kitchens and train their staff. While in 
Washington State, Vogler applied with the Alsea School District and recalls how she got from Florida to 
Kennewick, to Waldport and eventually, Alsea, OR: 

“I applied at Alsea, but they were not hiring, so I was hired in Waldport again by Sodexo working at 
Crestview High School until Alsea School called me and I was hired! Now I am in Alsea and loving life. 
We moved to Alsea in May of 2018.” 

Miss Suzette, as she’s lovingly named around the Alsea hallways, believes that while nutrition 
(especially for younger children) is vital, it doesn’t come without its hurdles: 

“Maintaining a balanced diet and regular exercise is important for all individuals, especially school-
aged children. These children are required to eat a variety of foods from each food group to ensure 
optimal intake of all vitamins and minerals. At the same time, they may face new challenges 
regarding food choices and habits. Decisions about what to eat are partly determined by what is 
provided in school, at home, the influences from friends at school, and the media, especially 
television.  It is also our job to introduce different foods to the children that they otherwise might not 
experience elsewhere.  We serve several students at Alsea multiple approved meals over their daily 
allotted meals to help keep them nutritionally balanced if they’re not getting all of the components at 
home.  Alsea School works with families to ensure proper nutrition for the students, supplemental diets 
are also utilized and available for a variety of food allergies.” 

The idea of being able to create your own menu may not often play out as a culinary expert may 
envision, especially in a school setting, however as Vogler explains, a change in leadership at the 
Corvallis School District (the governing body for the Alsea School Nutrition Services Program) has 
allowed her added freedom to both get children what they need as well as provide them with many 
options: 

“These are exciting times for Alsea, and I could not be more excited. This new, fresh perspective on 
school nutrition has allowed me to introduce many new, exciting, yummy breakfast and lunch entrees 
along with a variety of farm fresh fruits and veggies this year!  The kitchen/food services here at Alsea  

Continued on page 18 

ALSEA SCHOOL’S MEAL PROGRAM HAS NEW UPGRADES Continued from page 7 
are rapidly changing!  I love this about Alsea!  Having the ability to test products, and believe me, 
when you do this with children you will not get a more honest opinion than that from the mouth of a 
child!  We have introduced breakfast pizza, breakfast sandwiches, chicken pot pie, BBQ pulled pork 
sandwiches and so much more. I am given the flexibility to serve our amazing Staff a healthy salad 
bar with lots of fresh fruits, veggies and yummy toppings as well.” 

Not only do these changes include what Vogler outlined previously, it also has been accompanied 
with new kitchen equipment and eventually a brand-new state-of-the-art kitchen which is part of the 
Alsea Bond Project. Like any professional who relies on their tools to get the job done right, Vogler 
believes now, more than ever that Alsea will be able to advance its Nutrition Services Program: 

“The fact is that Alsea would not be advancing forward along-side Corvallis had we not gotten the 
new equipment. The new equipment is wonderful!  The equipment has allowed us to prepare hot 
breakfast entrees and cook all the lunch entrees in-house (Corvallis used to cook our food).  Having 
a new kitchen will be amazing! I am so very excited and feel blessed at the same time to be a part 
of something so important to Alsea School and our Community. I am ready, willing, and able to assist 
with the opening of the new Alsea School Kitchen in 2023. The door has only been cracked open by 
getting this equipment in and operating, imagine what we can do in an actual kitchen! I might be 
more excited for the cafeteria. The students are going to be so thrilled, and they totally deserve a 
beautiful cafeteria.  I cannot wait until we can actually serve the students hot food right from our 
serving line, have a real offering bar, see their little faces as they gaze at the food, listen to them ask 
questions about the food and watch them interact with their peers. There is just so much to benefit 
from having a cafeteria.” 
 
Alsea has certainly found a good one in Vogler. Her beaming smile, positive attitude, incredible work 
ethic and dedication to her craft is something to be admired. If you are looking to learn more about 
the new kitchen project, continue to check the Alsea School website under the “Bond” tab as more 
information becomes available.  

Sources: 
1) schoolnutrition.org/aboutschoolmeals/schoolmealtrendsstats/#2 
2) fns.usda.gov/pd/child-nutrition-tables 
3) thebestschools.org/magazine/mcdonalds-hamburger-university/ 
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Suzette Vogler/Food Services Director (right) and Kaylie Bennett/Kitchen Assistant (left)



HAM TOWER PROJECT 
By Randy Hart 

Why a Ham Tower is Important for Alsea 

When transportation and communications for a major part of the state around us have been taken 
out by a disaster, we’ll want help. When we’re isolated like this, we’ll need ham, for example, to 
request medical drops, have doctors talk us through medical procedures (Eg. setting broken legs and 
treating bad burns). We’ll also want to contact loved ones… (BTW - We can send Emails via ham!) 
Although rare, isolating disasters are not unlikely. The predicted 8.7-9.2 quake (AKA “The Big One”) and 
hurricanes like the Columbus Day storm we had in 1962 could isolate Alsea for weeks. 
For example, let’s look at what could happen if the Big One strikes. Massive devastation is expected 
along the entire Cascadia Subduction Zone’s 600-mile length from northern California to British 
Columbia, and spreading inland to and beyond I-5 according to Oregon.gov.  
Ken Murphy, director of FEMA Region X (OR, WA, ID, AK) is quoted by the New Yorker:  
   “Our operating assumption is that everything west of Interstate 5 will be toast." 
Note: The Big One is predicted to be 30 to 900 times as powerful as the largest California quake in 
recent times, the 7.2 Cape Mendocino quake in 1992.  An 8.2 is about 31 times as powerful as a 7.2 
and a 9.2 is about 31 times as powerful as an 8.2. (31x31=961, or a little more than 900) 
Oregon’s Resilience Plan (the state’s plan for recovering from the Big One) estimates it’ll take 3-6 
months to restore a single highway lane 34 between Alsea and the Willamette valley. (Where will we 
buy groceries? No ambulance or immediate care?).  
3-6 months seems unrealistic until you consider: 

 A massive airlift into Redmond is planned. And that’s where the huge job of restoring roads, 
bridges, cell towers, power lines, etc. will start. Road repair crews, followed by fuel and supply 
trucks, will slowly make their way through the Cascades and into the Willamette valley (similarly 
in CA and WA).  

 Responders will focus on large population centers first. Highway 34 is near the bottom of the 
state’s highway restoration priority list. 

 When they finally get to hwy 34 through the coast range, it’ll be difficult. Many sections of 
highway 34 and South Fork Road will have slid off the cliffs to which they’d been clinging. Other 
sections will be covered by slides.  

We’ll be glad we have ham to communicate with the outside for supply drops, medical help, to 
stay in touch with loved ones and much more. Typically, when antennas are elevated on towers, 
radio communication becomes more reliable. 

We Have Many to Thank! 

Alsea’s 60 foot emergency communications tower is up! It’s on the west end of the Library. 

Without CPI, we’d still be looking for a safe way to raise the 630 pound tower. We have Russ Sapp, 
Chairman of the CPI Board, Billy Terry, Director of Operations, and his team to thank. They did a superb 
job. Thank You CPI! 

Ryan and Daryl of Van Leuven Construction & Concrete Pumping put in the foundation. Ryan used 
amazing equipment to quickly dig the 8’x8’x4’ hole so cleanly (flat and vertical walls, square corners 
and flat bottom), that we didn’t need forms! They picked up 640 pounds of rebar in Eugene, taught 
rebar tying, ordered 10 yards of concrete and managed the pour. Thank You Ryan and Daryl! 

Continued on page 17 

HAM TOWER PROJECT Continued from page 8 
If it weren’t for volunteers Jamie Farrington, Naomi Shadwick, Craig Anderson, Scott Gilbert, George 
Foster, Phil Plaza, Eddy Provost, Tim O’Neil, Ron DeYoung…. we’d still be just wishing. (They figured out 
the best site, dug test holes, wrote grants, fabricated parts, stored the tower, donated materials, 
broke sweat…) Thank You team! 

Thank you Alyrica for moving the tower to the library from Lobster Valley! (It’d been stored there by 
Alsea’s Fire Dept.). 

Thank you Alsea Fire Dept for giving us the tower! (The Philomath Police Dept. gave it to our Fire Dept 
when they moved to their Applegate building.) 

And, we owe a BIG thank you to the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners and the Benton County 
Foundation for generous grants. (The Lincoln County Emergency Fund and the yearly Lincoln County 
Non-profit Allocation Fund helped us with grants several years.) 

Now, in order to operate the radio station during emergencies, we need volunteers. Currently, only a 
few nearby residents are trained to use our radio station. After a disaster, many of us might not be 
able to help. For example, we might be out of the area or dealing with disaster related problems of 
our own.  
Please call Randy Hart at 541-487-7426 to learn about getting involved. 

Note: We hope to mount temporary antennas on the tower fairly soon. (We’ve waited over 1½ years 
for the permanent top antenna; aluminum is in short supply.)   
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Subduction Quake Damaged Bridge ‐ ChileEarth Slide Covers Highway 

CPI Raising Tower at Library

Daryl & Ryan Finish Tower Slab 

Jamie & Craig Installing the Conduit 



ALSEA BOND PROPERTY TAX ERROR 
By Michael Hill 

I first learned about the Alsea Bond measure on the November 2020 ballot when I got my voter’s 
pamphlet. As a retired teacher, former school board member, and one who has worked on bonds I 
was a bit amazed and eagerly read the measure. 

I was a little surprised at some of the language, especially the amount of assessment, “…estimated to 
be $1 per $1,000 of assessed value.” My recollection was that assessments were usually expressly 
stated or “not to exceed.”   I spoke with a few folks familiar with the measure and the needs of the 
school and was satisfied that the under $1 assessment was genuine, and supported the measure’s 
passage. It won by a scant 15 votes out of 593. 

In January 2021 I was asked by the Superintendent, Marc Thielman, to be on the Bond Oversight 
Committee (BOC), which I accepted. The Committee was made up of: Superintendent Marc 
Thielman, Tim France, Keenan Elbers, Board Chair Ron Koetz, Tom Loveday, Chris Furney, Jody Cantrell, 
Board Member Risteen Follett, and myself.  

Like the rest of you, I received my property tax bill in late October 2021. I was quite shocked to see the 
amount due. My assessed value was $180,595 and based on the ballot language I was expecting to 
see my amount owed on the Alsea SD 7J Bond to be a little less than $180. It was $229.50, about $50 
more than I expected.  

I called the Assessor’s Office and was told that the effective bond tax rate was $1.2708 per $1000 
assessed value, well over the $1 stated in the ballot language. 

I learned that the bond tax rate set is by the County and is determined by two things; the amount of 
money the District tells the County it needs to pay the debt service on the bond for the current year, 
and the total assessed value of property in the County subject to the bond tax. 

The District hired DA Davidson to prepare the necessary financials for the bonds, timing of sales, 
amounts, and more. They also were charged with calculating the amount that would be needed to 
pay for the bonds (the bond debt service) each year throughout the 23 years of the bonds; they will 
be paid off in 2045 or possibly before. Davidson submitted these figures to the District in late March, 
2021. 

Davidson’s schedule of the amount of money needed for debt service for current tax year 2021-2022 
was $83,850. 

The County determines the tax rate by dividing the amount of money the District tells the Assessor’s 
Office it needs by the total assessed value of property within the District. The total assessed value for 
the current year is $92,072,951. So, dividing the $83,850 by that amount yields a tax rate of $0.9106 per 
$1,000, wholly consistent with what the voters were told and with the ballot language. 

Using this tax rate, my property taxes for the Bond would have been $164.45, $65.05 less than what 
actually appeared on my bill, and that I paid. 

I shared this information via email with the Superintendent and the Business Manager in October and 
no replies.  

So what happened? 

Continued on page 16 

ALSEA BOND PROPERTY TAX ERROR Continued from page 9 
The District is required to submit a form ED-50 to the County Assessor’s Office. In the July 7, 2021 
submission of that document the District stated it needed $120,000 for bond debt service for the 
2021-22 fiscal year, $36,150 more than the $83,850 shown in Davidson’s schedule. 

I shared all this information with the Bond Oversight Committee in an email on November 12, 2021. 
It’s been over three months and as far as I know no formal action has been taken.  

At the Committee’s January 2022 meeting (I was not able to attend), I sent an email to the 
Committee recommending that they elect a Chair, Vice-chair, set a regular meeting agenda, and 
suggested some motions of recommendations to the Board the Committee should discuss and vote 
on. Among them: 

 1.  Move that the BOC formally propose to the Board that the total amount of assessment for 
Bond service for 2022-23 of $87,700, as outlined by the bond counsel, be reduced by the amount of 
$36,150 overcharged by the District’s request of $120,000 as listed on the District’s submitted ED50 to 
the Benton County Assessor’s office in July 2021. 

2. Move that the BOC recommend to the Board that it contact Oregon Education Services 
Department in a timely manner to investigate the cost of using their services to oversee all bond and 
related project funding (OSCIM, et. al.) and inform the BOC at its next meeting. 

After a year of inaction by the Committee on formally notifying the Board of this error, informing the 
public of the error, and the Board’s failure to do either or state how the problem would be 
addressed in the 2022-23 tax year, or guaranteeing the situation would not occur, I resigned from the 
Bond Oversight Committee. 

I write this now as I feel “a duty to report” and hope that those of you who read this article will 
express your feelings in writing to our school Board and the Superintendent in a timely manner and 
ask for formal action from them to redress this matter and written assurances it won’t happen again. 
You can find their email addresses here: alsea.k12.or.us/board/members/ 
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ALSEA VALLEY GLEANERS HAS NEW LEADERSHIP 
By Russ Ceperich 

Alsea Valley Gleaners (AVG) would like to reconnect with the community for the 2022 year and invite 
everyone to join us as we reorganize and resume operations in serving the communities around us. 
Many of you may have questions about who we are and what we do. In essence, the Gleaner 
organizations are a vital part of Linn Benton Food Share’s (LBFS) mission to serve rural communities with 
a broader scope than food banks alone.  

April is the month we renew and accept members as an organization and with that in mind everyone 
is invited to join us on Saturday April 9th, 2022 at 1pm at the county site to hear from the leadership and 
join us for a look into the future of AVG. With all the chaos going on in the world today and the rising 
costs of food and fuel, please know that this endeavor is one we are not taking lightly. Restoring AVG 
to a viable organization serving Alsea is of the utmost importance to the organization and to LBFS. 

Our board has new leadership including: Executive Director - Russ Ceperich, Coordinator – Emily Blake, 
Secretary – Angel Ceperich, Treasurer – Christine Fuller, Board Member – Melissa McCaw, and is 
currently working with the existing membership and LBFS to bring the organization to becoming an 
integral part of the community once again. There have been many changes over the past year and 
many in the community have questions and concerns that we are happy to address with you so if 
needed please feel free to contact us. 

About our new Executive Director: Russ and his family moved to Alsea in late August of 2021. He and 
his wife have eight children from 21 to 8 years old. Russ has had a successful career in the medical 
field and has started and run a non-profit for schools previously helping with anti-bulling and inclusion 
and competitive athletes. He is a veteran of the USAF and proudly served his country in two armed 
conflicts as a combat medic. His wife of four years is an Oregon native and graduate of Portland State 
with a degree in Psychology, has owned her own bakery and most importantly is a great mom. They 
love Alsea and look forward to meeting those they haven’t met and incorporating their love for 
people into the organization. They both were told how special Alsea is upon moving here and look 
forward to being a vital part of the community. 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Donkey Basketball is coming to the 
Alsea School on April 26, 2022.  Bring 
the whole family to the school for a 
delicious pre-event dinner and 
evening of entertainment.  This is a 
fundraiser for your Alsea Wolverine 
Booster Club. Four teams will play 
for the title of Donkey Basketball 
champion! 

If you are interested in volunteering 
to help behind the scenes, please 
let us know!  Contact Joy Jordan, 
AD at: joy.jordan@alsea.k12.or.us 

 APRIL 26, 6:30 PM 
ALSEA SCHOOL GYM 

ADVANCE TICKETS DOOR TICKETS 
ADULTS                $10 ADULTS                 $12 
STUDENT (6-12)     $8 STUDENT (6-12)     $10 
STUDENT (K-5)       $6 STUDENT (K-5)         $8 

AGES 4 AND UNDER FREE 
 

BB Advance Ticket Sales Ends April 22 
 

SPAGHETTI DINNER WILL BE SERVED 5-6 PM 
INCLUDES MEAT SAUCE, BREAD, SALAD & FRUIT BAR, DESSERT & BEVERAGE 

DINNER COST 
FAMILY OF FOUR  $30 ADULTS $8 

AGES 4 AND UNDER FREE 
 

SPONSORED BY ALSEA WOLVERINE BOOSTER CLUB 
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Russ and Angel Ceperich 



ALSEA WOLVERINES’ BOOSTER CLUB  
By Terry Lunsford – AWBC President 

The Alsea Booster Club was reestablished in October of 2021, after many years of absence, as the 
Alsea Wolverines Booster Club. It came together as an idea by our Athletic Director Joy Jordan, to 
establish a parent booster club. She asked a few of us to help. We had a small meeting and one thing 
led to another and with the help from a great group of people, we have a viable 501C non-profit 
organization which allows us to take donations and grant awards. 

Our mission is to provide opportunities for the Alsea youth and their families for participation in 
community activities, sports programs, school programs and events plus other types of civic programs 
which will improve the wellbeing of the youth, their families, and the community as a whole.  

One of our first endeavors was to create an inventory of Wolverine apparel and spirit merchandise. 
We were very successful and allowed us to flood our community with Blue and White. Our community 
gave us great support. We also were able to receive a grant from The Bonnie Hill Community Fund, 
which allowed us to purchase extra merchandise, laptop, many supplies to enable us to sell our 
merchandise and get our Club to an amazing start.  

We also received a grant from Consumer Power, which we will use to get electrical work to install a 
light for the field flag pole as well as an outdoor flag. We will also be purchasing an outdoor heater for 
the school to be used by the football team on the sidelines as well as any other need.  We thank these 
grantors for their generosity. We also received a donation from Timber Supply as well as an anonymous 
doner. Thank you all! These grants and donations, which may be considered smaller than larger Clubs, 
are extremely important to add to our ability to provide the needs and wants of our youth and 
community in addition to our fundraisers.  

We have applied and will be applying for several others grants throughout the year to be able to do 
community projects and involve youths. One of our first goals is the purchase of a cargo trailer to store 
our supplies and merchandise. Profit from the sale of merchandise has allowed us to restock our spirit 
gear and budget for future profit. We are developing a plan to take credit cards and be able to sell 
merchandise on our booster Facebook page.  

We have several other projects and ideas we are working on to give back to the school and 
community. One is a High School student art contest, a very large electronic retractable American 
flag from the gym ceiling, similar to Mohawk’s, and we have plans to create an Alumni committee or 
group, which is still in the planning process. Also, the date has been set for our Donkey Basketball 
fundraiser on April 26. There are so many youth programs we are excited to support.  

We are also proud to say, we have just purchased an engine stand and an electronic diagnostic tool 
for the Automotive Program at school; purchase made possible by your support.  Keep in mind we are 
still building our funds since we have only been established 5 months ago.  We are excited to have a 
new year to develop funding to fulfill our missions. 

We are asking the school staff for any ideas, needs or wants that they may have that are outside of 
the school’s ability or purview. We are also very interested in fulfilling some type of elementary and 
middle school needs as well as ideas or needs from the community. We understand that sports are a 
very integral part of our school and community, it’s easy and fun to get involved with it, but we also 
want everyone to know that we are committed to the rest of the youths and community’s needs.  

Continued on page 21 

ADAIR NURSERY & PLANT SALE 
By Kathy Adair 

Spring is definitely in the air. I am so excited to see trees blooming right out front of our place. For me, 
spring is an annual renewal of life and new beginnings and is my favorite time of year. The vibrant 
greens of new foliage and early spring flowers give me a sense of joy and excitement.  

This is also when our greenhouses are filling up and brimming over with lots of new plants. For those of 
you who came and visited us last spring, we have easily tripled our offerings for this growing season. In 
fact, we have so many plants that we recently added a THIRD big greenhouse to hold them all. My 
intention was to limit the varieties of tomatoes, but somehow that didn’t happen and in fact swelled to 
what are now 22 varieties. Peppers are at 20 varieties, fairly evenly split between sweet and hot 
peppers. We really took all of your great input and ideas to heart. We also have two eggplant 
varieties, 16 varieties of squash and melons, and 8 varieties of pumpkins! Plus, we have all of the other 
veggies to round out your garden spaces.  

If flowers are your thing, we definitely have you covered. So many new varieties in addition to most of 
the ones we had last year. We had requests for specific colors, so I focused on seeding separate colors 
as well as the mixed varieties. We have lots of Wave petunias, too. Another addition will be flower 
baskets. If you want to attract butterflies and bees to help pollinate plants and trees, we have some 
new plants we are excited about, too.  

Our goal is to open towards the end of April for things like early cold crop lettuce, spinach, peas and 
some early flowers. Look for our postings on the local Facebook page “Alsea Neighbors and Friends” 
as well as our personal pages. As many of you know, our single pot vegetables like tomatoes and 
peppers are only $1 each! All of our plants are priced to sell. For us, our community is very important 
and this is our way to give back. With gas prices rising dramatically, this will also save you a trip into 
town. 

Other items we will have for sale are wooden planters, wooden wine racks, homemade foaming hand 
soaps, bar soaps, live-edge picture frames and so much more that is part of our other business – 
HandArt Studio. 

For those of you who don’t know where we are, we are located just east of Alsea where the 45 mile 
sign is posted. Our address is 19300 Alsea Hwy, Alsea, OR 97324. We are easily seen with the 
greenhouses, a boathouse and our blue house with white trim and a circular driveway. There is parking 
along the front of the garages leading to the greenhouses. We post “Plant Sale” signs at either edge 
of our driveway. Our typical hours are 10 am to 6 pm every day.  

We hope you will stop by and see us. Clip the coupon below to get even better savings on your plant 
purchases. We look forward to seeing you. 
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Adair Nursery and Plant Sale 
Clip this AVV coupon and 

Get 10% off your purchase 
19300 Alsea Hwy, Alsea, OR 97324 



A SURPRISE IN THE NIGHT 

By Deb Coddington 

I was introduced to Mountain Beavers last year. I was not at all aware of these large rodents, but a 
neighbor tells me they're along the river and he's seen them. They are named after beavers but are 
more closely related to squirrels. They get to 12 to 14" long and have a very short tail. They are 
herbivores, usually found in moist environments from British Columbia through the Oregon Cascades 
and coast range. They can climb, but don't bring down trees like a beaver. 

It was a Sunday night. My grown kids are here for the weekend and we've had a long and fun day, not 
home til 11:00 from watching the sunset in a special place with friends. 

Around 3am I am awakened by an odd sound. Mind you, I have a hunter cat and a pet door so this is 
not an unknown occurrence. But it's different enough to get my attention. Because I have guests their 
dog's food and water are in the hallway. I climb out of bed, and go to my doorway. The cat is poking 
at a relatively large creature at the dog food bowl. By the night light my vision was not really clear, I just 
knew it was brown and maybe 8" long. At that moment the cat lunged, the creature made a beeline 
for me and ran across my foot to get into my bedroom. 

I'm not proud. I admit I screamed like a little girl and then started cussing at the top of my lungs. Thank 
heavens Devon was suddenly at my side! She bravely searched my room. We couldn't find it. Since my 
closet door was open we decided it was probably there and closed it in to deal with later. 

We went back to bed. Awhile later it became clear that the little bugger wasn't in the closet and the 
cat was intent on catching it. I kicked the cat out, closed the door and  abandoned the bedroom. I 
tried to sleep in my chair. I was not going to deal with it in the dark. 

After first light the animal was done with the bedroom and started scratching at the door. Very loud, 
very determined. Devon found me standing outside my door. There was no way I was opening that 
door alone. I'd only gotten a glimpse earlier and I wasn't at all sure what it was. The only thing I thought 
I was sure about was that hunter cat had probably brought it in. 

We armed ourselves. She got the broom, I took the dust broom. We opened up all the doors to give it a 
straight shot out the back door. I lined up the whole pile of boxes awaiting recycling in the two other 
doorways. She opened the door, it ran to hide under the dresser. She pulled the dresser out and it ran 
under the chair. I have retreated to my post so as not to discourage it from coming out of the room. 

Now I can see nothing. Worse in every way. They continue doing back and forth between dresser, bed 
and chair. We begin to despair of getting it steered out of the room. There is a shriek, "It ran right up the 
broom!" Finally it pops out of the room and stands in confusion. I'm praying he runs to the open door. 
He's brown, small ears, no tail, way bigger and chunkier than a rat. Still don't know what it is but it no 
longer seems threatening, as all it's done is run away, no aggressive behavior. 

But then it makes its decision and comes my way, crap! Luckily for me he immediately ended up in one 
of the boxes and I got it closed and we hustled it outside. We were both so relieved we didn't think to 
take a picture. We decided it was a baby and just wanted it to go home to mom as soon as possible. It 
made a beeline for the riverbank, out of sight immediately. 

Continued on page 20 
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